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. - . . DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Church H i l l ,  a t  Timber Ridge, is s e t  among t h e  r o l l i n g  h i l l s  o f  t h e  V a l l e y  o f  
Vi rg in ia  i n  Rockbridge County, ad jacent  to t h e e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y  Timber Ridge 

.. Presby te r i an  Church, a  Nat ional  Reg i s t e r  property. The p l a n t a t i o n  house  is a 
two-s tory , three-bay,  r e c t a n g u l a r  bu i ld ing  b u i l t  o f  b r i c k  l a i d  i n  Flemish  bond 

.- on  the  f r o n t  and i n  f i v e -  and seven-course American bond on  t h e  s i d e s  and r e a r .  
w i th  s tuccoed mric p i l a s t e r s  a t ,  t h e > c o r n e r s  and mid-points of t h e  long s i d e s .  

- ~ .  
T h e r e ' i s  a n o r i g i n a l ,  o n e - s t o r y . k i t c h e n e l 1  on  t 'Le"rear, a l s o  b u i l t  of b r i c k  which 
is  ' l a i d  i n  n ine -course  American bond with Flemish v a r i a n t .  A l l  o f  t h e  windows . . 
are glaz,ed with s ix-over-s ix  sasfi. and fiave lo;vredc b l inds .  A f u l l  Dor ic  en tab la -  . 
t u r e  i s  c a r r i e d  around t h e  main block..  The whole is crowned by  a low hipped . 
roof wi th  in ter ior .end 'chimneya and a c e n t r a l  monitor wi th  a low b a l u s t r a d e  decor-  
a t e d  wi th  sawwork four-pointed s t a r s .  There is a p o r t i c o  s h e l t e r i n g  t h e  f r o n t  

. - d o o r w h i c h  is i n  t h e  e a s t  bay'of t h e  facade. ' This p o r t i c o  c o n s i s t s  of a peai-. 
mented roof  wi th  a f u l 1 , D o r i c  e n t a b l a t u r e  suppor ted  on trm p a i r s  o f  coupled ,  -- . 
unf lu ted ,  Greek Doric p i e r s .  S t y l i z e d ,  winged orbs  decora te  t h e  frieze a n d t h e  
a r c h i t r a v e . .  m e  k i t c h e n  e l l  is undecorated except  f o r  a  p l a i n  board s u g g e s t i n g  
a f r i e z e  which is a t t a c h e d  t o  t h e  long s ides .  It too  is covered w i t h  a low hipped C ,?of and is c rom&d wi th  a n  i n t e r i o r  end chimney. . . ..  ~ 

. . 

The p lan  o f  Church H i l l  i s  an unusual  one; i t  c o n s i s t s  o f  f o u r  rooms of unequal  
s i z e s .  The main e n t r y  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  opens i n t o  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  c o r n e r  room, t h e  
s m a l l e s t  o f  t h e  fourswhich  con ta ins  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  s t a i r s .  The l a r g e s t  room is 

.. .. t h e  northwest  co rne r  room, o r  pa r lo r ;  behind t h i s  is a t h i r d  room which p r e s e n t l y  
se rves  a s  a  d in ing  .room. I n  t h e  sou theas t  corner  i s  t h e  o r i g i n a l  d i n i n g  room which 

' con ta ins  an  a u x i l i a r y  s t a i r  t o  t h e  second f l o o r ,  ascending a long  t h e  l a t e r a l  - 

p a r t i t i o n  wal l .  . . 
. . 

The main s t a i r  is an  open-s t r ing ,  L-plan one with two r e c t a n g u l a r  b a l u s t e r s  t o  
a  t r ead ,  a  round b a n i s t e r  which is ramped and eased a t  t he  u r n  newels,  and no 
brackets .  ,The doors i n  t h e  s t a i r  h a l l  a r e  gra ined  i n  i m i t a t i o n  o f  mahogany, and 
t h e  s t a i r  r i s e r s  have l i g h t  g r e y  marble iz ing  wi th  trompe l ' o e i l  masonry j o i n t s .  
Noteworthy a s  w e l l  is t h e  e a r l y  s t r i p e d  green  wallpaper  which s u r v i v e s  i n  t h i s  
room. 

Old wallpaper  su rv ives  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  a s  well.  This  room is f u r t h e r  d e c o r a t e d  
with a  p l a i n  mantel  wi th  a  l i g h t  molded s h e l f  supported on e n t a b l a t u r e  b locks  
and a t a b l e t  which a r e  molded and which r e s t  upon t h e  l i g h t  a r c h i t r a v e  surround.  
The doors i n  t h i s  room a r e  gra ined  and r e t a i n  t h e i r  o r i g i n a l  C a r p e n t e r  locks .  

There is no decora t ion  i n  the  k i t c h e n  e l l  which, however, has i ts o r i g i ~ a l  c r a n e  
su rv iv ing  i n  t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  

N o  e a r l y  ou tbu i ld ings  su rv ive .  There i s  one l o g  b u i l d i n g  which t r a d i t i o n  c l a ims  
was cons t ruc ted  f ron  logs  sa lvaged from t h e  Sam Houston b i r t h p l a c e  c a b i n ,  b u t  t h i s  
c la im cannot be  ZocumenteE. 

DU (see Cont inuat ion  S h e e t  81) 

T!le southwest  r o w ,  which p r e s e n t l y  se rves  a s  t h e  d in ing  room, h a s  a  b l a c k  
Benjaminesque Greek Revival mantel  wi th  p l a i n ,  Doric p i l a s t e r s  s u p p o r t i n g  an  
unadorned f r i e z e .  A s i m i l a r  mantel  is used i n  the  sou theas t  room, where wal lpaper  

( l i k e  t h a t  i n  t h e  p a r l o r  covers  t h e  wa l l s .  

. 
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Church H i l l ,  a ro. l l ing t r a = t T k f  l a n d ' a d j & e n t  t o  t h e  Timber Mdge P r e s b y t e r i a n  
Church, i s  n o t a b l e  f o r  t h e  handsome Greek Revival p l a n t a t i o n  house which  s t a n d s  
on it. 'The blo&ish,  hip-roofed form wi th  i ts stu~~oed~c&ner~~ilast~rs,,,fine- ~ .. 

. Flemish- and American-tiond 'brickwork, t romp61 '  o e i l  i n t e r i o r  d e c o r a t i o n ,  and . :i: ' -- 
p l a i n  b u t  g r a c e f u l  i n t e r i o r  woodwork is t y p i c a l  of t h e  high s t a n d a r s s  o f  c r a f t s -  
manship and des ign  which c h a r a c t e r i z e d  s u b s t a n t i a l  domestic, Greek R e v i v a l  a r c h i -  
t e c t u r e  i n  r u r a l  America. B u i l t  i n  1848 by t h e  Thompson fami ly  and still owned 
by them, t h e  farm was t h e  b i r t h p l a c e  of Sam Houston, a major f i g u r e  i n  t h e  American 
s e t t l e m e n t  and takeover o f  Texas. T r a d i t i o n  l o c a t e s  t h e  c a b i n  i n  which Houston C was born  on the  s i t e  o f  the  k i t c h e n  e l l  o f  t h e  p resen t  house. . 

-. ' i - . .  ~ 

Robert Houston was g ran ted  307 a c r e s  o f  land i n  what was t h e n  Orange co;nty i n  - 
' 

1742 by Benjamin Borden, t h e  o r i g i n a l  roya l  pa tentee  o f  Rockbridge County. 
- Houston deeded one a c r e  of h i s  t r a c t  t o  t h e  Timber Ridge congregat ion  a s  a s i te  ' . 

f o r  i t s  church. When he d ied  i n  1761 t h e  t i t l e t o  t h i s  hold ing  passed  t o  h i s  s o n  
Samuel. Sam  ousto on t h e  ~ e x a ' n  was born t o  Samuel and h i s  wi fe  E l i z a b e t h  on t h e  

' Timber Ridge proper ty  i n  1793. Thi r teen  y e a r s  l a t e r  the  e l d e r  Houston moved, 
t o  Tennessee, s e l l i n g  t h e  p l a n t a t i o n  t o  John Kinnear, whose h e i r s ,  i n  1836, s o l d  
136 a c r e s  of the  t r a c t  t o  HoraSio Thompson, Kinnear 's  son-in-law. Thompson was 

. . .  m i n i s t e r  of t h e  Timber Ridge Associated Reformed Presby te r i an  Church. The t a x  
books through t h e  l a t e  yea r s  o f  theKinnear  ownership and t h e  f i r s t  t w e l v e ' v e a r s  . - -  
of  ~hompson's  possess ion  a s s e s s  t h e  bu i ld ings  on t h e  t r a c t  a t  $150. In  1848, $500. 
worth of new bu i ld ing  was added, bu t  he to ta l .  assessment was o n l y  S500. This appears  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  p r e v i o u s k i l d i n g ,  .poss ib ly  Houston's b i i t h p l a c e ,  
was desol rshed Ln 1848 t o  make way f o r  t h e  present  house. 

The p roper ty  has passed through t h r e e  more gene ra t ions  of Thompson f a n i l y  owner- 
s h i p  s i n c e  t h e  f irst  Horat io b ~ i l t  t h e  house. Hora t io  D. Thompson is t h e  p resen t  
owner. 

W ,  MTP 
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6. REPRESENTATION I N  EXISTING SURVEYS 

(2) Virginia His tor ic  Landmarks Commission Survey 
1968, 1977 S t a t e  
Virginia  His tor ic  Landmarks Comiss ion 
Richmond, Virginia  

7. DESCRIPTION 

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION I 
The boundaries have been drawn t o  include the  main house, a modern frame 

C barn, and the  aforementioned log building.  The property is bounded on the  
nor theast  and the  southeast  by roads and on the  northwest and southwest by 
l i n e s  containing the  th ree  buildings and four surrounding acres.  . . 

9 .  MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Rockbridge County Deed Books F, T, 92, 139; W i l l  -- Book 924.  
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. . . . C Augusta County W i l l  Book #3. -- 

Crumbaker, Marge. "Sam Houston's Early Years. " Texas Tempo Magazine. Houston, Texas: 
The Houston m, February 25, 1968, p. 12. - 

Kinnear, Duncan L. "Some Events i n  the History of the  Timber Ridge Presbyter ian ~ h ; r c h  
and Its Community." Mimeographed.' Blacksburg, Virginia: Vi rg in ia  Polytechnic 
I n s t i t u t e ,  1958,. I n  VHLC f i l e s .  

-. 
See Continuation Sheet #1 - 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION' . . 

Beginning a t  a point on W s i d e  of S t a t e  Route 716 a t  i n t e r sec t ion  with  S t a t e  Route 
785; thence extending 300' S along W s ide  of S t a t e  Route 716; thence extending about 
500'MJ t o  1420' contour; thence extending 400' NE t o  S s i&e of State.Route 785; thence 

LIST ALL STATES A N 0  COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 
extending about 400' SE along sa id  route t o  point of or igin .  . .  . . 
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